
 

 
 

Privately Owned Mask (POM) Algorithm 

(Privately Owned Masks NEVER take the place of hospital approved PPE for patients on any isolation protocol) 

MASKS WITH EXHALATION VENTS ARE NOT COMPLIANT WITH THIS GUIDELINE 

  

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

Bring POM to clinical 
facility in a Ziploc Bag 

Don POM when entering 
clinical facility and 

save Ziploc bag 

Work in area 
where approved PPE 

is REQUIRED? 

If POM is washed at home, 
dry on highest dryer setting 

Wear POM 

Remove POM when leaving 
facility, place in Ziploc bag 
to wash at home or discard 

NO YES 

Wear APPROVED PPE 

POM may be worn after 
leaving area where approved 

PPE is REQUIRED 

GUIDELINES 
• POM = Privately Owned Masks 
• Do not use cleansing wipes on 

personal N95 masks, they will 
degrade quickly. 

• Personal N95 masks can be worn for 
5 days, then should be disposed of. 

• When entering an area where 
hospital approved PPE is REQUIRED 
personal PPE must be removed. 

• For all patients on isolation 
precautions remove and store your 
POM prior to donning hospital 
supplied N95 mask. Do not wear 
both at the same time. 
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